TOWN OF WILTON

TOWN CODES

ARTICLE IV
Breaches of Peace

200-31:  Unnecessary Vehicle Noise
I.  For purposes of this ordinance, motor vehicle shall mean any vehicle as defined by                                                                               

    New Hampshire Title XXI, Chapter 259

II. No person shall operate a motor vehicle in a manner as to make any loud, unusual, or unnecessary noise occasioned by one or more of the following:  

A. Misuse of power, exceeding tire traction limits in acceleration (sometimes                      known as “laying rubber,” or “peeling rubber,”), or excessive acceleration       when there is no legitimate purpose or emergency;

B. Misuse of braking power exceeding the tire traction limits in deceleration                                          when there is no legitimate purpose or emergency;
C. Rapid acceleration by means of quick up-shifting of transmission gears with           either a clutch or manual transmission or automatic transmission with no                      legitimate purpose;

D. Rapid deceleration by means of quick downshifting of transmission gears  with either a clutch or manual transmission or automatic transmission with                   no legitimate purpose;

E. Racing of engines by manipulation of the accelerator, gas pedal, carburetor, exhaust system, or gear selection, whether the vehicle is either in motion or standing still, with no legitimate purpose.

III. An amplified sound system in a motor vehicle shall not be operated to allow the system to produce sound that can be plainly heard in a public right-of-way or public place more than fifty (50) feet from the motor vehicle.

IV. The horn, alarm, or signaling device on any automobile, motorcycle, streetcar, or other vehicle shall not be sounded except as an emergency or danger warning.  The sounding of such device for an unnecessary and unreasonable period of time shall be a violation of this article.
V.  No person shall operate a motor vehicle with a straight pipe exhaust, meaning any straight through exhaust system that does not contain baffles.  Every motor vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a muffler as defined in RSA 259:66, in good working order and in constant operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise, and no person shall use a muffler cutout bypass, or similar device upon the vehicle.

VI. Violations and Penalties
Any person who violates the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a violation for each offense and shall be subject to a fine of one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense.  Any person who violates the provisions of this ordinance more than three times in a twelve-month period shall be fined five hundred dollars ($500) for each violation thereafter.
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