TOWN OF WILTON

TOWN CODES

ARTICLE VI
Dogs and Other Animals
200-52:  Dog Control; At Large, Menace, Nuisance, Vicious
I. Dog At Large Offense: It shall be unlawful to allow any dog to run “at large”.  Which means it is off the premises of the owner or keeper and not under control of any person by means of personal presence and attention as will reasonably control the conduct of such dog, unless accompanied by the owner or custodian.  This does not include a dog which is being used for hunting, supervised competition, exhibition, or training for such activities if accompanied by the owner or custodian, or a dog which is guarding, working, or herding livestock.  Under these circumstances the owner or custodian must be able to see or hear the dog, or have reasonable knowledge of where the dog is hunting or herding.  Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be fined no more than twenty-five dollars ($25) for a first offense; and one hundred dollars ($100) for a second or any subsequent offenses within 12 months of the first offense.
II. Nuisance Offense:  It shall be unlawful to allow any dog to bark for sustained periods of more than ½ hour, or during the night hours so as to disturb the peace and quiet of a neighborhood or area.  This does not include a dog which is guarding, working, or herding livestock, as defined in RSA 21:34-a, II(a)(4).  It shall be an offense under this section to allow any dog to dig, scratch, excrete, or cause waste or garbage to be scattered on property other than its owner’s.  It shall be an offense under this section to allow any female dog in season (heat) to run at large or be off premises of the owner or keeper during this period except when being exercised on a leash by a responsible adult.  Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be fined no more than twenty-five dollars ($25) for a first offense; and one hundred dollars ($100) for a second or any subsequent offenses within 12 months of the first offense.

III. Menace Offense:  It shall be unlawful to allow any dog to growl, snap at, run after, or chase any person or persons not on the premises of the owner or keeper.  It shall be an offense under this section to allow any dog to run after or chase bicycles, motor vehicles, motorcycles, or other vehicles being driven, pulled or pushed on the streets, highways, or public ways. Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be fined no more than fifty dollars ($50) for a first offense; and two hundred dollars ($200) for a second or any subsequent offenses within 12 months of the first offense.
IV. Vicious Offense:  It shall be unlawful to allow any dog, whether alone or in a pack with other dogs, to bite, attack, or prey on game animals, domestic animals, fowl, or human beings.  If the skin of a person has been punctured by a dog and the incident reported to the police department, the Police Officer or Animal Control Officer shall notify the injured person, or in the case of a minor the minor’s parent or guardian, within 24 hours, whether the dog has been appropriately immunized against rabies according to Town Records.  Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be fined no more than one hundred dollars ($100) for a first offense; and four hundred dollars ($400) for a second or any subsequent offenses within 12 months of the first offense.  In addition the dog owner or keeper may be ordered by the court to pay any medical expenses that were incurred as a result of the dog bite.
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