TOWN OF WILTON

TOWN CODES

ARTICLE IV
Breaches of Peace

200-30:  General Noise Restrictions
I.  The purpose of this ordinance is to promote an environment free from excessive noise that unnecessarily jeopardizes the health and welfare of the residents of Wilton and degrades the quality of life in the community.

II. Noise Disturbances Prohibited

A. Making loud or unreasonable noise in a public place, or making loud or unreasonable noises in a private place which can be heard in a public place or other private places, which would disturb a person of average sensibilities

B.  Such acts committed between the hours of 11:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M. shall constitute prima facie evidence of a violation of this article.
C.  Disrupting the orderly conduct of business in any public or governmental facility

D.  Disrupting any lawful assembly or meeting without lawful authority
III Specific Violations Enumerated.

A. Loudspeakers for advertising.  The using, operating or permitting to be played, any radio, loudspeaker, sound amplifier or other machine or device for the producing or reproduction of sound which is cast upon the public streets for the purpose of commercial advertising in such a manner as to disturb the reasonable peace, quiet, and comfort of a person of average sensibilities in the vicinity thereof.
B. Parties.  Hosting a party which creates unreasonably loud noises caused by stereos, bands, musical instruments, or guests at any time or place where the noise disturbs a person of average sensibilities.

C. Radios, stereos, etc.  The using, operating or permitting to be played, any radio, musical instrument, stereos or other machine or device for the producing or reproducing of sound in such a manner as to disturb the reasonable peace, quiet, and comfort of a person of average sensibilities in the vicinity thereof.
D. Yelling, shouting, etc. Yelling or shouting on the public streets, at any time or place so as to unreasonably annoy or disturb the peace, quiet, or comfort of a person of average sensibilities in the vicinity thereof.
IV. Exemptions to provisions.
A. Noise of safety signals, warning devices, and emergency pressure relief valves.
B. Noises from any authorized vehicle when responding to an emergency call or acting in time of an emergency.
C. Noises from emergency maintenance work as performed by the Town, State or public         utility companies, including snow removal operations.
D. Municipal or State maintenance work in any public right-of-way.
E. Any other noise resulting from activities of a temporary duration permitted by law and              for which a permit has been granted by the Town.
F. Snow blowers and other types of private or commercial snow removal operations.
G. Parades and public gatherings for which the Town has issued a permit.
H. Bells, chimes, or carillons while being used for religious purposes or in conjunction with religious services or to signal the time of day.
V.  Temporary Special Permits:  The Wilton Select Board or their designee is authorized to issue permits for periods not exceeding seven (7) days to persons wishing to exceed those limits provided for herein, based upon a demonstration as follows:

A. Activity sought to be engaged in is in furtherance of a substantial public interest or         benefit and will not be inconsistent with the statement of purpose of this ordinance; or

B. Activity sought to be engaged in is necessary in order to avoid undue hardship and will not be inconsistent with the statement of purpose of this ordinance.

VI. Violations and Penalties

A. Any person, firm, or corporation who violates the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a violation for each offense and shall be subject to a fine of one hundred dollars  

             ($100) for each offense.

B. Any person, firm, or corporation who violates the provisions of this ordinance more than three times in a twelve-month period shall be fined five hundred dollars ($500) for each violation thereafter.

Enacted this ______ day of ______________, 20___

WILTON SELECT BOARD

__________________________________________

Kermit Williams, Select Board Chair

__________________________________________

Matthew Fish, Select Board Member

__________________________________________

Kellie-Sue Boissonnault, Select Board Member

Recorded this ______ day of ______________, 20_____

_______________________________

Jane Farrell, Town Clerk
