Wilton Water Commission (WWC) 

Minutes October 31, 2007

The Wilton Water Commission (WWC) met on Wednesday October 31, 2007 in the Wilton Town Hall Office at 7:00 PM.  

Present: Commissioners - Jim Tuttle Chair (JT), Tom Herlihy (TH), Charlie McGettigan (CM); Acting Secretary: Joanna K. Eckstrom (JKE) 

The commissioners reviewed and authorized payment of bills from 7:00 PM to 8:20 PM at which time Tuttle called the business meeting to order.

On a motion by CM, seconded by TH, the minutes of the September 27, 2007 meeting were unanimously approved.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Holt Rd. chlorinator building – TH reported that building is 20% asbestos, determined by Onyx environmental.  Recommend removal by a certified asbestos abatement firm.  CM suggests that TH get three estimates, besides from Steve Tremblay.  JKE suggested Catamount Engineering – they did work for the library.

2. Standpipe painting – Merithew has submitted a preliminary quote to general-manage the project start to finish … the quote of approximately $20K includes 180 hours of inspection time, weekly reports, bid management, etc.  Merithew’s formal quote is pending.  JT/CM suggest TH explore details such as guaranteed maximum costs, billing process, etc. and get a ballpark figure for how much the actual painting may cost.

3. Pennichuck reports: CM said that several backflow devices would be installed next Thursday, November 8.  These will be scheduled with Bernie and/or Marco (Pennichuck) and will include Melting Pot, C&S Pizza, Melanie Morse, Bursey’s.  

Earthworks should be checked for backflow device, meters, etc. and confirm whether they are billed for sprinklers.  They have well water for drinking, but should be billed for sprinklers.  CM recalled that there is nothing in yard anymore (Earthworks removed a hydrant that was near wall and blow-out valves.)  

Regarding ‘institutional water usage fees, WWC to ask Jane Farrell what info is included in database that defines what ‘equipment’ is at a particular house or business site.

Pennichuck should also look at Label Art, Roedel’s white building near the dam, and the FRES.  If any back-flow devices or pressure reducing devices exist at locations that are ‘for sale’, should these be removed and put back into WWC stock?

4. Reduced Salt Use at well-sites … JT reported on the public hearing of 10/22/07.  DOT attended the hearing, there was no public input and the Selectmen recommended the plan.  Signs will be posted as needed; plan can be reviewed and re-evaluated in one year.

5. Intervale Road water main … six or seven properties would benefit from putting a water main loop at Intervale Rd.  Ted Danforth is interested in doing the project for about $12K.  Ted will dig, lay pipe, backfill – Town would pave.  CM says they’d lay from 101 … he recalls that any ledge doesn’t show until middle of Benson house.  CM will check drill logs done by Roger Carty to confirm where ledge is.  There was discussion of the process, providing water service during construction.  Estimated time 1 week.  For next month commissioners (TH?) will develop rough specs and seek bids for project, to be done spring 2008?

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Interconnectivity grant acceptance – TH reports that he had signature page but no grant.  ?McCoy drafted a letter of agreement between Milford and Wilton – Wilton bears greatest portion of expense / benefit of the project.  TH will call to confirm that the actual paperwork is on file before commissionewrs accept the $15K grant.

2. Capital reserves – TH suggested they leave as is for now.  JT reported that there’s $68,663.69 in Eastview/River Crossing fund; $15,121.33 for well pump and equipment; $2,780 for tank painting.  Efforts will be undertaken by commissioners to determine exact amount spent for each project.  

3. Discussion of raising water rates to fund future projects was deferred.

4. Commissioners noted that budget for 2008 is due 11/2 … expect it to be same as 2007 but will meet next week to confirm figures.

5. Commissioners have received a ‘Dam Management Plan’ from Normandeau Associates.  CM will complete questionnaire.

6. CM apprised commissioners of a leaky dam.  Will call O’Hara for recommendations for repair.  Will ask Town / Highway Dept. to remove brush and bushes near dam.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 PM.

Respectfully,

Joanna K. Eckstrom, Acting Secretary

