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TOWN OF WILTON

WATER COMMISSIONERS

DRAFT MINUTES

DATE:

October 27, 2010

TIME:

7:00 P.M.


PLACE:
Wilton Town Hall 
PRESENT:
Commissioners Charlie McGettigan, Jim Tuttle, Robert Duquette and Clerk Mary LaChance
1  The commissioners held an informational meeting, with Dr. Robert Morency of RCAP 
2  Solutions, regarding funding options at 6:30 p.m.
3  The Board approved bills for payment.
  5                

6          The meeting began at 7:30 p.m. 
7          
8          The Board reviewed minutes from the September 29, 2010 meeting.  Mr. Tuttle noted 
9          errors on page two, lines 22 through 29.  Every instance of “Mr. Wagner” should read 
10        “Mr. Crawford” instead.
11
 A MOTION was made by Mr. Duquette and SECONDED by Mr. Tuttle to accept the  

12        minutes as presented.
13        Voting:  motion carried unanimously
14        
15
 On behalf of the Board of Cemetery Trustees, Doreece noted their disappointment with
16
 the backflow device being installed on Laurel Hill.  She explained that they were never
17
 notified that the backflow device was going to be installed, so they didn’t have a chance 
18
 to ask any questions. Doreece questioned whether such a large device is necessary and
19
 whether a check valve or double check valve would suffice. She noted that the backflow 

20
 device is such an expensive item for a system that doesn’t use much water.  Mr. Tuttle
21
 explained that the meter is needed to account for water usage and the backflow device 22        is needed because it’s testable so they can be sure it works.  Mr. Duquette noted that 
23
 the meter alerts them of leaks when usage is unusually high.  Mr. Tuttle explained that 
24
 the backflow device prevents water that goes into the cemetery from going back into 
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1      the water main.  He explained that it’s a safety measure preventing things like   
2      chemicals from getting into the water supply and a fire at the cemetery from creating 
3      a syphon in the line.  Mr. McGettigan noted that the chances of something hazardous 
4      getting into the line are pretty remote, but it has happened before in other towns. 
5      Mr. Duquette agreed with Doreece that the backflow device notification could have 
6      been handled better and Mr. Tuttle, while taking responsibility for it, explained that 
7      they were having problems with their secretary so letters didn’t get sent out. 
8      Doreece noted that it is time for them to submit their budget and they still don’t 
9      know what the cost of the backflow device is.  She added that they have already been 
10      billed for the annual testing even though the device was just installed and it hasn’t 
11      been in for a year.  Mr. Tuttle explained that the device must be tested after 
12      installation to ensure that it’s working properly. He explained that parts could be 
13      defective or there could be problems with the way it was installed.   
14      A MOTION was made by Mr. Tuttle and SECONDED by Mr. Duquette to allow the     

15      Cemetery Trustees to appropriate money for the backflow device on next year’s 
16      budget. 
17      Voting:  motion carried unanimously 
18

19      The Board discussed the backflow issues at Burns Hill Road.  Mr. Duquette presented  

20      a letter from Milford Water stating that “All private fire service lines shall be 
21      equipped with a testable, double check, backflow prevention device”. Mr. Duquette 
22      noted that he is waiting for letters from Pennichuck and Jaffrey.  He advised that
23       requesting Mr. Crawford put a backflow device on a dry sprinkler pipe is not unique
24      to Wilton.  Mr. McGettigan noted that the potential hazard caused by the oil in Mr. 
25      Crawford’s compressor seemed to be the biggest concern.  After having spoken to   

26       Mr. Crawford about this, he was informed that Mr. Crawford has compressors with 
27      no oil in them that he could use instead. Mr. McGettigan questioned if this would be 
28      a good solution to the backflow issue.  Mr. Duquette noted that others have had to 
29      put in backflow devices so they can’t exempt one person from the rule.
30      A MOTION was made by Mr. Tuttle and SECONDED by Mr. Duquette to send Mr. 
31      Crawford a letter to notify him that he has thirty days to install a backflow device 
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1     or we shall shut the water off.
2     Voting: motion carried unanimously  

3     Mr. Tuttle advised that New England Backflow could review and revise their cross  
4     connection program, as recommended by the state, for a fee of $250.  Mr.
5     Duquette offered to look it over and see if he can do it himself to save money.
6     The Board discussed the Roedel water line to Souhegan Mills.  Mr. Duquette 
7     questioned the accuracy of the proposal from Thibodeau Paving Inc.  Mr. Tuttle 
8     noted that he will call Thibodeau to verify their figures.  Mr. Duquette advised that
9     they should accept the bid if it’s accurate.  
10     A MOTION was made by Mr. McGettigan and SECONDED by Mr. Duquette to accept  
11     the bid from Thibodeau Paving Inc. and have them do the work that Wetherbee 
12     was going to do subject to verification of the Thibodeau proposal by Mr. Tuttle.
13     Voting:  motion carried with two to one vote - CM aye, JT nay, RD aye
14     Mr. Tuttle noted his objection to paying for all of the paving. He explained that  
15     Roedel was given the option to install the backflow device and had Roedel accepted 

16     that option, the paving wouldn’t be necessary.  He noted that Mr. Crawford was 
17     given no such option.  Mr. Duquette noted that he would be willing to offer a spare

18     backflow device to Mr. Crawford at a discounted price.  Mr. McGettigan noted that 

19     he doesn’t mind paying for the pavement and Mr. Duquette noted that Roedel 

20     maintains the street all winter and we would be getting a new hydrant at no cost.

21     Carl Somero noted that he talked to AD Instruments about the meters at the pump 

22     stations and he was told that they calibrate them but they haven’t flow tested them 

23     in years.  He advised that the cost is about four hours of labor.  Mr. Tuttle requested 

24     that he ask AD Instruments to email information to them.

25     Mr. Tuttle noted that changes were made to the warrant list and bills were changed 
26     before the printing.  Mr. McGettigan noted that the charges were unfair because the 

27     system currently used to determine usage is unfair.  Mr. Tuttle noted that it’s unfair
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1      to charge some according to the current system and not others.  He added that

2      making changes on selective bills is something the Board should discuss together
3      and vote on.  A brief discussion of a potential new billing system followed.
4
     5          A MOTION was made by Mr. McGettigan and SECONDED by Mr. Duquette to 

     6          adjourn the meeting.

     7          Voting:  motion carried unanimously
     8

     9          The meeting ended at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary LaChance
