
Minutes
27 September 2016

Cemetery Board of  Trustees
Town of Wilton NH

Attendees: Board members-John Jowders (Chairperson), Steve Elliott, Mary Ann Shea (Secretary). 
Resident-Tracey Ewing.
 
Review of Minutes for meetings of 8/30/16.
◦Minutes were reviewed. Steve moved to accept minutes as written; Mary Ann seconded. All 
approved.

Unfinished Business.
◦Tree Removal at South Yard Cemetery: Job is complete and has been billed. Within budget!
◦Fence repair/painting at Laurel Hill Cemetery: Completed. Waiting for last billing to be done. 
Also within budget!
◦Retaining wall on lot in Vale End Cemetery:  Mary Ann still (and again and again) needs to write 
up a note to leave on the stone asking the family to contact us.
◦Meeting with the Trustees of the Trust Funds: Mary Ann will contact them again about the two 
boards meeting together at some point.
◦Batchelder/Tallarico/Crawford: lot inquiry (South Yard) Steve checked the lot, and there appears to
be one spot left (out of 12!). Mary Ann emailed Mr. Crawford to let him know that space is available, 
but that we need to know who has the right to inter, and who is authorized to say who is buried there. 
◦“Green” Burials: Mary Ann emailed Terry Knowles asking if there is any reason we cannot offer 
green burials in our cemeteries; Ms. Knowles has not responded. Mary Ann will contact her again and 
will also contact Richmond NH’s cemetery board to see what they had to do (if anything!) to allow 
green burials in their cemetery

Review Bills/Budget.
◦Next month we will begin work on our 2017 budget.
◦As shown above, the South Yard tree removal and the Laurel Hill fence projects are complete and 
were on budget. 
◦We are $332 over on our contract services budget at this point.
◦Steve has had $340 of the water bill abated (after discussion with the Water Commission). Tracy 
mentioned that there was a faucet turned on in the lower section (near Abbot Hill Road) that she did her
best to turn off, but it would not turn off completely. Steve will check on that tomorrow.
◦Staffing is still an issue. We really, really need to find someone (full time!) for the next 2 months or so
(especially as “leaf season” will soon be here).
◦**from last month: there was a “travel” charge on the budget report – do we know what that was? 
Steve was going to check but we didn’t discuss it. Add to agenda for next meeting.
◦We briefly discussed what is needed to bill the trust fund accounts for this year. We will do that when 
we have all the costs in. Last year’s formula will still hold—there are no new perpetual care trust funds 
on individual lots, so we should be set.
◦It was noted that this year we did not budget for (nor did we do any) stone repairs.



   Public Input.
Tracey Ewing asked if it was possible/permissible for the board to have a decorative fence 

around a lot in Laurel Hill repaired. The Board is not responsible for the upkeep of individual lots 
beyond the raking/mowing/seeding/de-grubbing/weed-whacking/basic grounds-keeping type of work; 
we do have stones repaired as needed, but upkeep of owner installed fences and such are the 
responsibility of the lot owner.

Tracey is also glad to know that we are considering green burials. She asked if putting up 
fencing is allowed in the cemeteries. Fencing around individual lots is prohibited in the cemeteries.

New Business.

Steve did a burial recently and noticed that “residents” of lot 29 in the Denny Section of Laurel
Hill also are occupying part of Lot 28. Thankfully, no one seems to own Lot 28, so we will adjust the 
lot line on the maps to reflect reality. We also have multiple maps for Laurel Hill (1992, 2008, 2009). 
The 2009 map is the most recent and should be the one used for updates of lot ownership!

John mentioned that he will not be running for re-election in 2017. We understand…and we 
need to get the word out that there will be a vacancy.

Many thanks to Tracey for joining us this evening and for her input! It’s nice to have town residents 
take an interest in our activities.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 25, 2016

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.


